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The workshop ‘Science, Race, and Identity in
the Global South’ offered the opportunity to
present and discuss aspects of ongoing re-
search and work in progress.

It commenced with CHRISTINE WINTER
(Sydney), who explored the ambiguities of
racial identity in the colonial and post-
colonial Global South through a case study
of identity-building among people of mixed-
race and German-origin in the South Pacific.
Winter argued that her protagonists’ sense of
belonging remained fluid in the German and
postcolonial Pacific. Individuals took on mul-
tiple identities at a time long before modern
conceptions of identity as fluid constructs had
taken hold, as she showed with vivid exam-
ples. Rejecting a peripheral model of iden-
tity which takes ‘Germanness’ to weaken and
fade away in the South, Winter argued for the
notion of a Samoan or New Guinean ‘Ger-
manness’ existing in its own right and form
amid its particular politico-cultural and his-
torical context.

LUKAS AFFENTRANGER (Basel) exam-
ined the personal, political, social, and eco-
nomic context of mid-nineteenth-century Ger-
man scientific expeditions in Africa by means
of a case study of the German naturalist-
explorer Wilhelm Peters (1815-1883). Peters,
who collected in Portuguese-ruled Mozam-
bique in the 1840s, viewed his endeavours
there and the knowledge he would gain
through travelling in the region as crucial to
his aspirations for an academic career in Ger-
many. At a time in which pre-unification Ger-
many did not have political or strategic rea-
sons to fund large expeditions, Peters had to
seek patronage and support from influential
individuals as well as private and state insti-
tutions in both Germany and Portugal. By
pointing to the lack of prior knowledge on
Mozambiquan nature, Peters was able to se-
cure funding from the Prussian state as well as

support from Portugal, allowing him to travel
and collect extensively in south-east Africa for
nearly two decades and to return to Germany
with a large collection of natural specimens,
awaiting an academic career.

SEBASTIAN BEESE (St. Gallen) started his
research project – a collective biography of
German engineers in (ex-)German colonies in
Africa between 1880 and 1970 – earlier this
year. He began his presentation by placing
the cohort of engineers in their social con-
text, accounting for their choice to seek em-
ployment in Africa, and examining how their
deployment influenced their later careers in
Germany. Secondly, he explored their per-
ceptions of crucial guiding notions such as
‘progress’, ‘civilisation’, and the ‘technically
possible’ which were to underpin their work
in Africa. Through a study of archival sources
such as diaries and letters, Beese aims to cri-
tique the notion of ‘the typical colonial engi-
neer’ while also tracing the network of per-
sonal relationships and ties which made their
progression within the profession and in the
colonial context possible.

TIZIAN ZUMTHURM (Bern) explored
how understandings of race affected the prac-
tice of medicine in the Lambaréné hospital
founded by the German-French theologian
and medical missionary Albert Schweitzer
(1875-1965) in French Equatorial Africa (now
Gabon). Zumthurm argued that Schweitzer
represents an ambiguous legacy, the founder
of an influential hospital meant to embody
his ethics of ‘Ehrfurcht vor dem Leben’,
but which in reality reproduced colonial
inequalities and prejudices through strict
ethnic segregation and inferior treatment of
African patients and staff. Today, Schweitzer
remains a paradoxical figure, a celebrated
humanitarian and Nobel Peace Prize laureate
who seemed unable or unwilling to fully
challenge the racialized structures of colonial
life.

Through a biographical account of the
career of the influential nineteenth-century
French ornithologist Jules Pierre Verraux
(1807-1873), ETIENNE AUBERT (Basel) de-
scribed the need for further research on a
collector whose career took him to southern
Africa, Australia, South-East Asia and be-
yond. Aubert argued that by tracing the net-
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work of knowledge to which Verraux con-
tributed through his collections, correspon-
dence, and involvement in numerous scien-
tific societies, a picture of the development of
natural science can emerge at a defining pe-
riod in the discipline’s history when its pro-
fessionalisation and commercialisation were
becoming entrenched and natural history mu-
seums – with an ever-growing need for collec-
tions from all over the world – were rising in
public stature.

Through a textual analysis of written ac-
counts of human skull and skeleton collect-
ing by three German naturalist-collectors op-
erating in the first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury in southern Africa, PATRICK GROGAN
(Basel) examined the practice in its socio-
cultural and commercial contexts. The re-
fusal of slaves and servants to aid and abet
the collectors’ attempts to gather human re-
mains suggests a conflict over the meaning at-
tached to the human corpse as an object. Gro-
gan also argued that the practice cannot be
seen in isolation from the growth of racial sci-
ences such as phrenology and craniometry in
early-nineteenth-century-Europe, nor should
the career ambitions and financial incentives
which drove collectors to pursue the activity
with great vigour and frequent disregard for
local laws and cultural taboos be overlooked.

Through a Foucauldian understanding of
knowledge, TANJA HAMMEL (Basel) fo-
cused on the ‘birth’ of archaeological research
in South Africa. She placed Thomas Bowker’s
(1807-1885) collecting and interpreting of the
stone implements in the context of his polit-
ical ideology and career. As a member of
parliament, Bowker sought to gain compen-
sation for the settlers’ lost land in the Frontier
Wars. Via evidence of stone tools he aimed
to demonstrate that ‘a white race’ had in-
habited southern Africa before the Bantu or
Khoisan. While in Kimberley in the 1870s, his
sister Mary Elizabeth Barber (1818-1899) ex-
plained perforated stones (commonly called
‘Bushmen stones’) to be the sole remnants of a
lost Jewish tribe to justify diamond digging in
Kimberley. Hammel concluded by analysing
the production of history in contemporary lo-
cal museum displays which decontextualize
Thomas Bowker’s actions and collections in a
way that perpetuates such myths.

The workshop closed with a short final dis-
cussion in which the richness of research top-
ics discussed and the numerous possibilities
for further research were noted.
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