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The Study Group for Minority
History (SGMH) is a forum de-
voted to the study of minority
groups in the national and re-
gional histories of Central, East-
ern and Southeastern Europe
from the Napoleonic Wars to the
contemporary past. Its key aim
is to assist scholars, currently
working in this area of inquiry
by fostering international net-
works to help promote and
share their research. It also
seeks to encourage collabora-
tive forms of scholarship across
different aspects of minority
history such as the evolution of
identity, diaspora-formation, in-
ter-communal engagements,
the development of cultural in-
stitutions, relations with states
and state actors and the impact
of regional conflicts. In addition,
the SGMH aims to encourage
the use of new methodologies,
interdisciplinary scholarly ap-
proaches and theoretical frame-
works in the study of minority
groups.

The SGMH main activities in-
clude:

= a biannual 2-day workshop
allowing scholars to pre-
sent and receive feedback
on their current research;

= events organised through
the BASEES Annual Confer-
ence including panels,
roundtables and symposia;

= publication of papers pre-
sented at the SGMH events
in relevant peer-review
journals, as well as non-
specialist publications dedi-
cated to the on-going re-
search in the field.

The SGMH is open to all scholars working in relevant
research areas at academic institutions from across
the UK and internationally. Registration and member-

ship are free.

For further information, membership inquiry and/or
to join our mailing list please e-mail:

sgmh.basees@gmail.com



2019 Conference: Contested Minorities in
the New Europe

Prior to the Study Group for Minority History's (SGMH) founding in May
2020, the idea of establishing a research network focused on the mod-
ern history of minority groups in Central, Eastern and Southeastern
Europe was initially proposed by our founding co-conveners Olena
Palko (University of Basel, Switzerland) and Samuel Foster (University
of East Anglia/University of Gloucestershire, UK). It would ultimately
grow out of a two-day academic symposium, ‘Contested Minorities in
the New Europe: National Identity from the Baltics to the Balkans, 1918
-1939’, organized by Olena Palko and Samuel Foster and hosted at
Birkbeck, University of London, in June 2019. Bringing together a
broad, international range of scholars, the symposium proved an im-
mense success, having attracted financial and logistical support from
BASEES, Past and Present, the Royal Historical Society and Birkbeck’s
Department of History, Classics and Archeology.

The event’'s overall success granted us the impetus to pursue the fu-
ture establishment of a new research network that would eventually
crystallize as the SGMH.

Turkey and Reforms

% The abolishment of the office of Sheikh-ul-Islam. 1924
% Medreses —religious schools- were

% Fez outlawed by the Hat Law

% New civil, commercial, and penal codes were introdi
part of westernization. New civil law brought civil marr

National
\dentities =~ Post-conference Special Issue in National ldentities

Critics
Nationhood, Polith

tical Inquiry into
ics & Culture

Five of the symposium’s contributing papers were revised and pub-
lished in a special issue of the journal National /dentities in March
2021 as our first listed publication. The special issue includes contri-
butions from Olena Palko, Samuel Foster, Anca Filipovici, Stephan
Stach, Petru Negura, Giuseppe Motta, and Mart Kuldkepp



https://studygroupforminorityhistory.com/past-events/
https://studygroupforminorityhistory.com/past-events/
https://studygroupforminorityhistory.com/past-events/
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cnid20/23/4

2020

Following a period of consultation with BASEES’ organising committee,
the Study Group for Minority History was officially founded at the be-
ginning of May 2020. The official website was launched later that month
alongside a corresponding social media presence. It was also decided
that a biennial symposium, in the model of ‘Contested Minorities', would
serve as its flagship event, with smaller projects being pursued in the
intervening years. At its heart, the SGMH has remained primarily con-
cerned with helping postgraduate and early-career scholars from
Eastern and Southeastern Europe to share and promote their research
through wider international engagement.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, however, the Study Group’s ac-
tivities were initially restricted to building an online presence, identify-
ing potential partners for collaboration and preparing the forthcoming
special issue of National Identities. Towards the end of 2020, we began
planning for our first biennial symposium, approaching potential spon-
sors while monitoring the evolving international health situation. A call
for papers was released in October, taking into account the uncertain-
ties surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic.

In December we were delighted to
welcome Pierre Van Cutsem, a
Literary Studies PhD candidate at
the University of Silesia in
Katowice, in Poland, to serve as the

SGMH’s Communications Assistant.


https://studygroupforminorityhistory.com/

2021 Symposium: Being a Minority in
Times of Catastrophe’

Unsurpsingly, much of 2021 was shaped by ongoing develop-
ments surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic. February saw
the release of our first biennial symposium programme, with
Mark Levene (University of Southampton) confirmed as our
keynote speaker. The symposium’s theme, ‘Being a Minority
in Times of Catastrophe’, broadly explored how periods of
historical crisis impacted and often shaped minority identi-
ties and relations during the nineteenth and twentieth centu-
ries.
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However, despite successfully securing funding grants from
BASEES, Past and Present and the Royal Historical Society,
having initially considered a hybrid format, by the beginning
of April it was decided that the event would be fully online
owing to continued restrictions on international travel. The
symposium itself took place on 25-26 June over Zoom, and,
as in 2019, brought together a broad range of scholars, of
whom the majority were based at institutions outside of the
United Kingdom.

Post-conference Special Issue in Jahrbiicher fir
L Geschichte Osteuropas

fiir Geschichte
Osteuropas Ios

| Four of the presentations were selected for publication
|

in a special issue of the journal Jahrbicher fir Ges-
chichte Osteuropas , featuring articles by Samuel Fos-
ter, Anca Filipovici, Igor Vucadinovic, Barbara Warnock
and Elise Bath.



https://studygroupforminorityhistory.com/2021-symposium/
https://studygroupforminorityhistory.com/2021-symposium/

2021: Authors’ workshop, London

Besides the ongoing release of our podcast series, the
SGMH concluded its second year with our first live
event: a special author’'s workshop held at the Wiener
Holocaust Library in London on 22 October. Serving as
a follow-up to the online June symposium, the work-
shop brought together our JGO special issue’s contrib-
uting authors in order to discuss and provide feedback
on their research. The issue itself is currently sched-
uled for publication either in late 2023 or early 2024.

The.
Wiener
Library

for the Study of
the Holocaust
& Genocide




2022

Despite being an intermittent year for our biennial sympo-
sium, 2022 proved to be the busiest for the SGMH activity-
wise. As well as the ongoing release of the podcast series,
on 4 February we organised an online roundtable in colla-
boration with the Leibniz-Institut fur Ost- & Sudos-
teuropaforschung, that reunited several of our contributing
presenters and authors from 2019 to discuss the various
themes and wider questions raised at our next symposium
‘Contested Minorities in the New Europe’. The main discus-
sion was recorded and subsequently released as a podcast

episode.
Leibniz-Institut fur
OST- UND SUDOST-
EUROPAFORSCHUNG

April 2022 also saw the return of the BASEES Annual Con-
ference, following a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic.
Owing to other commitments, it was decided that we would
keep the SGMH’s presence fairly limited. However, a couple
of panels, ‘Revisiting the Polish vector in Soviet history and
politics’ and ‘Digital mapping as a tool of historical re-
search and teaching’ were organised with SGMH sponsor-

o Iba|sees]

british association for slavonic
and east european studies

The latter half of the year saw a
gradual expansion of the SGMH’s
wider activities. In September, we
were delighted to welcome Raul
Carstocea (National University of
Ireland, Maynooth) as our third co-
convener.


https://soundcloud.com/user-267970745/episode-25-roundtable-contested-minorities-in-the-new-europe?si=5cce924f4a9a4b1198ef245832d19dd3&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/user-267970745/episode-25-roundtable-contested-minorities-in-the-new-europe?si=5cce924f4a9a4b1198ef245832d19dd3&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/user-267970745/episode-25-roundtable-contested-minorities-in-the-new-europe?si=c681a7b85b0f493bb04e7c24dd18362d&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

2021/22: Podcast Series: Eastern Europe’s Minorities in
a Century of Change

In honour of the Institute for Historical Research’s
centenary, September 2021 saw the launch of our
first podcast series, ‘Eastern Europe’s Minorities in
a Century of Change’. Through a series of inter-
views and panels, the podcasts investigate the
roles minority groups, broadly defined, played in OUR
this vast and complex region spanning the Baltic CENTURY
Sea to the Eastern Mediterranean and the Rhine to 191207
the Ural Mountains. So far, we recorded 33 pod-

casts, released in three seasons.
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2022: “Minorities on Screen”

Throughout the rest of the year, the SGMH continued its
work in promoting the culture and history of Ukraine. This
included a screening of the 1926 Soviet Ukrainian film A/im
in collaboration with the Birkbeck Institute for the Moving
Image in London on 29 April. This screening represented
our first event directly open to the public.

The screening itself attracted considerable interest, being
prefaced by an introduction from our co-organiser Olena
Palko and a short lecture, outlining the film’'s historical
background, from Stefan Lacny, a PhD candidate currently
studying early Soviet film at the University of Cambridge’s
Faculty of Modern and Medieval Languages and Linguistics.
The screening was then followed by a brief Q&A in which
both presenters responded to questions from the audience
regarding the history of Alim’s production and its folkloric
source material.




2022: Russia’s War against Ukraine

In light of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine on 24 February, the SGMH organized a
series of talks by several emerging and recognised academic experts, entitled ‘Discover
Ukraine: History, Culture and its People’. This was run as a collaboration with Oriente
Medio News, Universidad Internacional de Cuernavaca and URIS Ukrainian Research in
Switzerland with the aim of promoting awareness of Ukrainian history internationally,
notably in South America, while also working to raise funds for Razom Emergency Re-
sponse.

This series of talks has been designed to offer a scholarly overview of Ukraine’s history,
culture and identity. It is intended for all those wishing to learn more about Ukraine, its
past and its present. The lecture series consisted of eight lectures by leading scholars:
Fabian Baumann (Chicago), Stephan Rindlisbacher (Frankfurt/Oder), Olena Palko
(Basel), (Jan Rybak (London), Bohdan Tokarsky (Potsdam), Boris Belge (Basel), Liubov
Lankina (Mixico/City), Anna Chebotarova (Oslo)

: :
Des-
This series of talks has since led to the publication of Des-

cubriendo Ucrania. Su pueblo, su historia y su culturain Oc- lDescubriendo

tober 2022, a compilation of articles, sources and interviews \U a1>l 2l
edited by Olena Palko and Manuel Férez Gil (University Al- Cr‘a’n la
berto Hurtado in Santiago de Chile). Su pueblo, su historia y su cultura

The printed version was supported by the Representacion
Central Ucrania en la Republica Argentina, and was pre-
sented at the Buenos Aires Book Fair in 2023.

QY ERIISRIAL

Dlscover I.Ikrame hi ST
cognised experts raine

47.2 Feria Internacion
del Libro de Buenos Ai

27 DE f,; RIL ALgb5 DE Mﬁﬂ
" v' ;' *‘ .

oame ORIENTEMEDIO i
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL942LY4-Z9IF42D5lTLUz0VQKQ1ByO5VS
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL942LY4-Z9IF42D5lTLUz0VQKQ1ByO5VS
https://www.scribd.com/document/614727474/Descubriendo-Ucrania-su-pueblo-su-historia-y-su-cultura
https://www.scribd.com/document/614727474/Descubriendo-Ucrania-su-pueblo-su-historia-y-su-cultura

2022: SGMH First Book Proposal Prize

In 2022, the SGMH launched the SGMH First Book Proposal
Prize, a biennial award designed to assist early-career
scholars in publishing a first academic monograph in Eng-
lish. This involves the awarding of a small monetary prize
alongside the recipient also receiving advice and assis-
tance with the publication process

Following an unexpectedly high number of applications, in
February the SGMH's First Book Proposal Prize, was
awarded to Vita Zalar (Research Centre of the Slovenian
Academy of Sciences and Arts, Ljubljana) for her project
The Political Economy of Antigypsyism. Habsburg and Post-
Habsburg Perspectives. Submissions from Thomas Loyd
(University of Cardiff) and Elzbieta Kwiecinska (University
of Warsaw) received honourable mentions. The prize was
officially awarded at the 2023 BASEES Annual Conference
at Glasgow,

The expert committee for the 2023 cycle
consisted of:

Raul Carstocea, Maynooth University

Doina Anca Cretu, Masaryk Institute and
Archives of the Czech Academy of Sci-
ences

Samuel Foster, University of East Anglia
Siobhan Hearne, University of Durham
Olena Palko, University of Basel

Jan Rybak, Birkbeck Institute for the
Study of Antisemitism

Photo by Jen Vander Heide
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INDEPENDENT

transcript] ACADEMIC
PUBLISHING

NEW EUROPES

Olena Palko, Manuel Ferez Gil (eds.)

Ukraine’s
Many Faces

Land, Peaple, and Culture Revisited

[transcript]

Print, 48,00 EUR
7/2023, 402 Seiten kart.,
Dispersionsbindung, 12
SW-Abbildungen, 11
Farbabbildungen

ISBN 978-3-8376-6664-9

E-Book (PDF), Open Access
EUR

7/2023, 402 Seiten 12
SW-Abbildungen, 11
Farbabbildungen

ISBN 978-3-8394-6664-3

E-Book (EPUB), Open Access
EUR

7/2023, 402 Seiten 12
SW-Abbildungen, 11
Farbabbildungen

ISBN 978-3-7328-6664-9

Olena Palko / Manuel Férez Gil (eds.)

Ukraine's Many Faces

Land, People, and Culture Revisited

Russia's large-scale invasion on the 24th of February 2022 once again made
Ukraine the focus of world media. Behind those headlines remain the complex
developments in Ukraine's history, national identity, culture and society. Addressing
readers from diverse backgrounds, this volume approaches the history of Ukraine
and its people through primary sources, from the early modern period to the
present. Each document is followed by an essay written by an expert on the period,
and a conversational piece touching on the ongoing Russian aggression against
Ukraine. In this ground-breaking collection, Ukraine's history is sensitively
accounted for by scholars inviting the readers to revisit the country's history and
culture.

With a foreword by Olesya Khromeychuk.

Endorsements“The thought-provoking contributions in this volume will clarify some
of the unfamiliar pages of Ukrainian history and identity. They shed light on the
origins of the complex identity of Ukraine, its imperial past, the contradictions of the
interwar Soviet period, and the present, showing that modern war is not accidental
or caused by the sick imagination of one person. The reader has the opportunity to
see in the actions of the Russian aggressor a kind of attempt to reconstruct the
Soviet period of nation-building in Ukraine during the interwar period, to understand
the reaction of the Ukrainian people as another attempt to protect its independence
and freedom.” (Olga Ryabchenko, Professor, Head of the Department of World
History at the H. Skovoroda Kharkiv National University and Visiting Scholar,
University of Cambridge)

“There is no other comparable publication on Ukraine with this specific
methodological approach. Ukraine, its history and present, has to be (re)introduced
to anglophone Non-Ukrainians and this not only in the light of the ongoing Russian
war of aggression against this largest country of Europe but with regard to Ukraine
as a sui generis case of European-type statehood and national identity. Each of the
three sections is divided into »primary sourcesg, >conversation pieces< and
»analytical articles«. A particular strength are the >conversation pieces« in the three
section is the didactic value of the book. This makes it also an excellent textbook for
highschool and university teaching.” (Stefan Troebst, Professor of East European
Cultural History, Leipzig University, former Deputy Director of the Leipzig Centre for
the History and Culture of East-Central Europe, GWZO)

Olena Palko
Universitat Basel, Schweiz

Manuel Férez Gil
University Alberto Hurtado in Santiago de Chile, Chile

Schlagworte
Ukraine, History, Culture, Identity, War, Memory Culture, Cultural History, Eastern
European History, Social History, History of the 20th Century

https://www.transcript-verlag.de/978-3-8376-6664-9

Bezug liber den Buchhandel méglich. Ebenso kénnen Sie die Print-Ausgabe portofrei per E-Mail (vertieb@transcript-veriag.de) oder per Fax (+49 521 393 797-34) direkt
beim Verlag bestellen. In unserem Online-Shop www.transcript-verlag.de sind alle Print-, E-Book-und Open-Access-Versionen des Verlagsprogramms erhéltlich.

[transcript] transcript - Roswitha Gost & Dr. Karin Werner GbR | HermannstraBe 26 | 33602 Bielefeld | Deutschland | www.transcript-verlag.de | Tel.: +49 521 393 797-0




2023: Minorities at War from Napoleon to Putin

The current year has, to date, been largely focused on preparing for organising
and following up on the SGMH's second biennial symposium. Preparations
continued throughout the beginning of the year with the SGMH forming a col-
laborative partnership with Constantin Ardeleanu (“Lower Danube” University
of Galati, Romania) and the New Europe College (NEC) in Bucharest, wo
agreed to host our event in early May. As a result of this partnership, we were
also able to secure funding from one of NEC’s key sponsors, the Center for
Governance and Culture in Europe at the University of St. Gallen in Switzer-
land.

The third biennial symposium of the BASEES Study Group for Minority History
(SGMH) took place on 11.-12. May 2023 in the New Europe College, Bucharest. It
was supported by the Centre of Culture and Governance in Europe at the Uni-
versity of St. Gallen (Switzerland). The organizers facilitated a broad temporal
and geographical approach, making a significant contribution to challenging
the perpetual and potential victimhood of minorities and emphasizing their di-
verse roles within the context of war across the local, national, and regional
levels.

Full conference report and the

. . ; programme can be found here.
in April we were delighted to

welcome Julia Elena Grieder,

a History PhD candidate at the
University of Basel, to the

executive team as the SGMH’s
new Subscriptions Officer.
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https://studygroupforminorityhistory.com/2023-symposium/

Our Publications

1. Olena Palko, and Samuel Foster (eds). Contested Mino-
rities in the ‘New Europe’. National ldentities from the
Baltics to the Balkans, 1918-1939', National [dentities,
2021, Vol.23, No.4

2. Olena Palko y Manuel Férez Gil (eds.) Descubriendo U-
crania. Su pueblo, su historia y su cultura. (Poliedro Edi-
torial de la Universidad de San Isidro, 2022) ISBN 978-987
-48799-4-3

3. Palko, 0. and Whitewood, P. (eds.) “Revisiting the Polish
Vector in Soviet History and Politics”, Revolutionary Rus-
sia, Volume 35, Issue 2 (2022)

4. Olena Palko y Manuel Férez Gil (eds.), Descubriendo U-
crania. Su pueblo, su historia y su cultura (Buenos Aires:
Editorial Antigua, 2023)

5. Olena Palko and Manuel Férez Gil (eds.) Ukraine’s
Many Faces. Land, People, and Culture Revisited. With a
foreword by Olesya Khromeychuk (Bielfield: Transcipt
Verlag, 2023) (Book series New Europes)

6. Olena Palko and Samuel Foster (eds.) Being a Minority
in Times of Crisis, forthcoming in the Jahrbdcher fir Ges-
chichte Osteuropas
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https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cnid20/23/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cnid20/23/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/frvr20/35/2
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/frvr20/35/2
http://www.rcucrania.com.ar/descubriendo-ucrania-su-pueblo-su-historia-y-su-cultura/
http://www.rcucrania.com.ar/descubriendo-ucrania-su-pueblo-su-historia-y-su-cultura/
https://www.transcript-verlag.de/978-3-8376-6664-9/ukraine-s-many-faces/
https://www.transcript-verlag.de/978-3-8376-6664-9/ukraine-s-many-faces/
https://www.transcript-verlag.de/reihen/geschichtswissenschaft/new-europes/?f=12320

SGMH Committee

GOlena Palko is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Histh
ry, University of Basel (Switzerland). She is the author of several

publications on early Soviet cultural history in Ukraine. Her current
project “Red Tower of Babel: Soviet minorities experiment in interwar
Ukraine“ investigates the Soviet nationalities policies during the in-
terwar period. She is the author of ‘Making Ukraine Soviet. Literature
and Cultural Politics under Lenin and Stalin’(Bloomsbury Academic,
2020) and a co-editor of ‘Making Ukraine. Negotiating, Contesting, and
Drawing the Borders in the Twentieth Century (MQUP, 2022)

GSamuel Foster is a Lecturer at the University of East \

Anglia’s School of History, and the University of Gloucestershi-
re. He received his PhD at the University of East Anglia,

where he also served as project manager for the John Corsel-
lis Archive. His research focuses on the First World War in the
(pre-)Yugoslavian Balkans on which he has written and
presented extensively including contributions to the BBC

and /nternational Encyclopedia of the First World War. He is the
author of ‘Yugoslavia in the British Imagination. Peace, War and

Casants before Titd (Bloomsbury Academic, 2021) /

G‘Raul Carstocea is an Assistant Professor in Twentieth-Century\

European History at Maynooth University (Ireland). He is the co-
editor, with Eva Kovacs, of Modern Antisemitisms in the Peripheries:
Europe and its Colonies, 1880-1945 (Vienna, 2019), and the author of
numerous publications on antisemitism, fascism, nationalism and
nation-building projects in Eastern Europe and their impact on mi-
nority groups. He is co-editor of the series Modern Histories of Poli-
tics and Violence at Bloomsbury Academic and Vice-Chair of the
Scientific Advisory Council of the Observatory on History Teaching in
Europe at the Council of Europe.

/S;;MH Communicationassistant: Pierre Van\ /S:Jbscription officer: Julia Elena Grieder\

Cutsem (he/his) a scholar and translator of is currently a PhD candidate in Eastern

Polish weird fiction writer Stefan Grabinski. European History at the University of

Pierre is currently a PhD student at the Basel. Her research is is dedicated to

doctoral school of the Uniwersytet Slaski w non-titular minorities in newly imple-

Katowicach (Poland). mented territories of post-war Soviet
Ukraine.

- AN /
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https://dg.philhist.unibas.ch/de/personen/olena-palko/
https://dg.philhist.unibas.ch/de/bereiche/osteuropaeische-geschichte/forschung/snf-prima-olena-palko/
https://dg.philhist.unibas.ch/de/bereiche/osteuropaeische-geschichte/forschung/snf-prima-olena-palko/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/making-ukraine-soviet-9781350142701/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/making-ukraine-soviet-9781350142701/
https://www.mqup.ca/making-ukraine-products-9780228011019.php
https://www.mqup.ca/making-ukraine-products-9780228011019.php
https://eastanglia.academia.edu/SamFoster
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/yugoslavia-in-the-british-imagination-9781350114609/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/yugoslavia-in-the-british-imagination-9781350114609/
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/people/raul-carstocea
https://www.newacademicpress.at/gesamtverzeichnis/geschichte/modern-antisemitisms-in-the-peripheries/
https://www.newacademicpress.at/gesamtverzeichnis/geschichte/modern-antisemitisms-in-the-peripheries/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/series/a-modern-history-of-politics-and-violence/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/series/a-modern-history-of-politics-and-violence/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/observatory-history-teaching
https://www.coe.int/en/web/observatory-history-teaching

studygroupforminorityhistory.com

Email: sgmh.basees@gmail.com / \
The BASEES Study Group for Minority Hi:

Facebook: BASEES Study Group =
for Minority History tory (SGMH) is a forum devoted to the stu-
Twitter: @BaseesSGMH . . . .
dy of minority groups in the national and
regional histories of Central, Eastern and
Southeastern Europe from the Napoleonic
Wars to the contemporary past. Its key

aim is to assist scholars, currently work-

ing in this area of inquiry by fostering in-
Futiezluiea iy ternational networks to help promote and
Desiyn by Olena Palko \ Share fhelr researCh' /
Photos are by the SGMH com-
mittee members, unless stated
otherwise

Credits:
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