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BGSH Master Class 2026
The Moral Authority of Nature

In this Master Class, Lorraine Daston will present insights into her current re-
search. It is held as part of the BGSH annual conference and the Basel History
Factory and is aimed at PhD students of the BGSH.

According to philosophers and cultural critic, it is illegitimate to invoke the authority of nature
in moral, social, and political matters. Nature is what is, not what ought to be the case. Yet his-
tory shows us that in many epochs and diverse cultures, nature‘s authority has been enlisted to
serve both revolutionary and reactionary causes, from the campaign for equality of all human
beings to the justification of slavery. There are contemporary examples as well, especially in
the realms of reproduction, gender, and sexuality. Why can‘t we stop appealing to nature‘s au-
thority in human debates about right and wrong?

The following reading should be completed in order to participate:

Lorraine Daston, Against Nature (MIT Press, 2019), pp. 1-43.
German edition: Gegen die Natur (Matthes & Seitz, 2018), S. 7-64.

When: 17 September 2026 (09:00 — 11:45, Coffee break included)
Where: Institute for European Global Studies, Orangerie
Registration: Via the registration form on the website (see QR code).

Participants may receive 1 ECTS credit. To receive the credit point,
please register for the course in the Course Directory.

Contact: Mirjam Janett, mirjam.janett@unibas.ch
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